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The Bureau of the Census, U, S. Department of Commerce, announced today The advance sales estimates are based on early reprting of sales by a
that total sales of retail stores in July, after adjusting for seasonal small subsample of the Bureau's retail survey panel. Because of the
variations and trading day differences, but not for price changes were early reporting, the advance estimates can differ from the subsequent
estimated at £71,7 billion. This adjusted figure was little changed estimates which are based on monthly reports obtained from the full
from June but 8 percent higher than July a year ago. The adjusted July sample of retail stores. 1In addition, sampling variability between the
estimate, excluding the automotive group was also 1little changed from sub-sample used for the advance estimates and the full sample can cause
June but was 11 percent above July last year. a difference. For most months, such differences have been reduced by
modifying the advance estimates prior to publication on the basis of
Adjusted sales of durable goods stores were 1 percent above June while the relationship between the advance and full-sample data for previous
sales of nondurable goods stores were virtually unchanged. Compared months.
with sales for July 1978, durable goods stores increased 6 percent, and
nondurable goods stores increased 10 percent. In the past, differences between advance and full-sample estimates of

month=-to-month percentage change in seasonally adjusted total retail
stores sales have averaged less than 1 percent. However, most modifi-
cations being applied to the current advance monthly estimates are
based on the relationship between the advance and the redesigned full=

The revised estimate of retail sales for June, based on preliminary re- sample data for only the months since June 1977. The differences now,
sults from the full sample of retail stores, was about $71.5 billion, therefore, may vary from the past experience.

$0.9 billion above the June Advance estimate published earlier. Sea=- .

sonally adjusted preliminary sales for June were about 1 percent below Preliminary estimates for June 1979 and final estimates for May
May 1979 estimates but were 8 percent above the Junme 1978 sales. Ex- 1979 based on the full sample will also be published later this month
cluding the automotive group, retail sales were about 1 percent above in the Monthly Retail Trade report for June (BR=79-6). The complete
May and 11 percent over June 1978. For nondurable goods stores, ad- report will provide sales estimates in greater detail and will present
justed June sales were little changed from the previous month but were a description of the sample design, the basis and methodology used in
10 percent above the same month a year earlier. For durable goods developing revisions, and the techniques wused in developing the esti-
stores, adjusted sales for June were 2 percent below May but were 5 mates. In addition, the completed report will include approximate mea-
percent higher than June 1978. sures of sampling variability,

ESTIMATED MONTHLY RETAIL SALES FOR THE UNITED STATES
JANUARY 1977 - JULY 1979
(DATR ADJUSTED FOR SERSONAL, hollday, ond troding day differences]
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Inquiries concerning this report should be addressed to Mr. trving True, Business Division,
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233, Telephone {301) 763-7660/7661.
GNT OF The Advance Monthly Retail Sales report, the Monthly Retail Trade report, and the
‘9"* \'\f o"&e Annual Retail Trade reporl are available on a stngle subscription from the Superintendent
5 j,_‘_ ?; U S D f of Oocuments, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, at S25 per
. ? 7 . e epanment o Commerce year, Add $6.25 for each subscription to a foreign address. Postage stamps nat acceptable;
] g BUREAU OF THE CENSUS ' currency subnutted at sender’s risk. Remittances fiom fyreign countries must be by
’»:,o & international money order or by a draft on a U.S. bank. Single coptes of the Advance

STargs of » Monthly Retail Sales report are for sale by Subscriber Services {Publicatians), Burean of
the Census, Washington, 8.C. 20233, at 70 cents each.




Table 1. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales by Kind of Business for the United States

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Not adjusted Adjusted!
1972 1979 1978 1979 1978
SIC Kind of business
code July? June May July? | June May
advance [prelim.| final | July June |advance{prelim.| final | July June
Retail trade, total....eeeeeuooseossons 71,509 | 74,468 | 74,781 | 66,557 | 69,056 | 71,735 |71,479 |71,914 |66,224 |65,964
Total (excl, automotive group)..... 57,326 {59,472 | 58,766 |52,263 | 53,338 | 58,405 |58,164 {57,807 {52,734 |52,326
Durable goods stores, total......... .| 25,290 |26,483 | 27,236 {23,932 | 25,685 | 24,365 | 24,189 124,731 |23,049 {22,947
52 Building materials, hardware, garden
supply, and mobile home dealers........... 4,612 | 4,781 | 4,707 | 4,074 | 4,260 | 4,174 | 4,148 | 4,087 | 3,707 | 3,651
521,3 Build ing materials and supply stores.,... (% | 3,166 | 2,947 } 2,841} 2,897 (*) | 2,785 | 2,699 | 2,546 | 2,502
525 Hardware StOreS.....oeeceserersveacsonns . (% 768 809 585 631 (* 674 711 558 552
55 ex. 554 | Automotive dealerS....ccoeseeceecascnansvns 14,183 | 14,996 {16,015 {14,294 | 15,718 | 13,330 |13,315 [14,107 (13,490 | 13,638
551,2,5, Motor vehicle and miscellaneous auto-

6,7,9 MOtiVe dE2LerS .. vnuevunensconcasananaoes (* }13,572 ] 14,625 | 13,090 | 14,464 (*) 112,000 12,784 |12,337 [12,501
551 Motor vehicle dealers (franchised)..... (* [11,409 {12,468 } 11,351 |12,520 | (nA) (wa) (NA) (Na)
553 Auto and home SUpPly StOreS.....esseeveve (% | 1,424 | 1,390 | 1,204} 1,254 (* (1,315 } 1,323 | 1,153 | 1,137
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment

stores......0..0 Ceseeesenes PR vesens 3,471 | 3,547 3,374 3,021 3,107 3,538 | 3,532 3,391 3,091 3,071
571 Furniture and home furnishings stores.... o1 2,210 | 2,144 | 1,853 | 1,943 (* {2,167 | 2,110 | 1,883 | 1,872
5722,32 Household appliance, radio, and TV stores (% | 1,075 978 883 892 (*) 1 1,072 | 1,005 893 895
5722 Household appliance stores....... eeenn (&) 532 515 448 458 (* (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Nondurable goods stores, total....... 46,219 | 47,985 | 47,545 {42,625 143,371 | 47,370 |47,290 147,183 |43,175 43,017
53 General merchandise group stores..... Cesenn 7,808 | 8,501 8,685 7,497 1 8,106 8,673 | 8,653 | 8,902 | 8,287 | 8,294
531 Department StOres...ceverevecnvevonaresnns 6,235 | 6,806 6,946 5,965 6,522 6,982 | 6,917 7,131 6,650 6,662
533 Variety StOreS..c..ieeveseesonssrveonsnons (* 675 674 605 627 (% 699 702 660 656
539 Miscellaneous general merchandise stores. (% | 1,020 | 1,065 927 957 (% 1 1,037 ) 1,069 977 976
54 Food stores...... e, ceveeveeees | 16,398 |17,028 16,330 {15,006 | 14,936 | 16,404 {16,251 15,948 |14,609 |14,420
541 Grocery StoreS...cveeciases teesans reaane 15,137 J15,715 15,022 |13,941 | 13,848 | 15,167 {14,995 |14,699 |13,574 |13,393
554 Gasoline Service StAtioNS.......eveeeeosess 6,105} 6,179 6,070 5,283 5,256 5,658 | 5,930 5,905 | 4,887 5,030
56 Apparel and acCesSSOry StOreS.....ceoeeeceeo- 3,028 | 3,191 | 3,204 | 2,754 | 2,892 3,480 | 3,358 | 3,373 | 3,126 | 3,074
561 Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings
StOTeS.esvaans eessesaas (% 615 586 508 563 (*) 628 627 588 573
562,3,8 Women's clothing, specialty stores,
TUPTiers. . iiiuieeirnenceracrnaasones v ] 1,199 | 1,250 | 1,950 | 1,104 (% ] 1,274 | 1,305 | 1,237 | 1,182
565 Family clothing StoTeS......veeeeovess vee &) 592 587 544 550 (%) (NA) (NA) (NA) (va)
566 ShOoe STOreS....isusscesanccssanss PPN * 575 579 467 518 *) 605 605 532 552

58 Eating and drinking places..... eceeaueas . 6,578 | 6,636 6,472 6,395 6,220 6,136 | 6,122 6,071 5,867 5,770
591 Drug stores and proprietary stores........ . 2,255 | 2,286 2,308 | 2,016 2,069 2,351 | 2,300 2,315 | 2,102 2,075
592 Liquor stores......oueeeecncee tecsesseannee (® | 1,266 1,197 1,181 1,138 911,216 1,213 1,122 1,109
5961 (pt.)| Mail-order houses (department store

merchandise)d....vivieiiene.n PP, PP * 348 386 499 497 (*) 441 424 598 597
NOTE: Totals include data for kinds of business not shown separately.

*Advance estimates are not available from the subsample panel for these kinds of business.
NA Not available.

lpata adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences.

Trade Report, BR-79-6.)

2Advance estimates are based on early reporting by a small subsample of the full survey panel.

the full sample.
3Includes sales made by mail-order catalog desks located within department stores of some mail-order firms.

(See Explanatory Material in the Monthly Retail

All other estimates are based on



Table 2. Percent Change in Estimated Monthly Retail Sales by Kind of Business for the United States

(Adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences)

Percent change

July June May 1979
1972 1979 1979 through
sSIC Kind of business advance from-- preliminary from-- July 1979
code from~
June 1979 | July 1978 May 1979 June 1978 Feb. 1979 May 1978
preliminary final final final through through
Apr. 1979 July 1978
Retail trade, total....essvesssssssoene 0 +8 -1 +8 0 +9
Total (excl, automotive group)..... 0 +11 +1 +11 +2 +11
Durable goods stores, total....seees. +1 +6 -2 +5 -2 +7
52 Building materials, hardware, garden
supply, and mobile home dealers.....euesse +1 +13 +1 +14 +6 +13
55 ex. 554 | Automotive dealers...v.eeeessserrcccnsnanes 0 +5 -6 -2 -8 0
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment
STOT@S..eueuesssssssssncssannsosssssnsarcnns 0 14 +4 +15 +4 +13
Nondurable goods stores, total....... 0 +10 0 +10 +2 +10
53 General merchandise group StOre€S.....esesse 0 +5 -3 +4 +2 +6
531 Department STOTeS....eeeeessesoasonncsans +1 +5 -3 +4 +2 +6
54 FOOd StOTeS...usevesssasnssosasansscarssncas +1 +12 +2 +13 +3 +12
541 Grocery StOreS..esesesccessessosscresases +1 +12 +2 +12 +4 +11
554 Gasoline service StationS...sveseeesscsasse -5 +16 0 +18 +4 +17
56 Apparel and accesSSOry StOTr€S.,.ssessvessses 4 +11 0 +9 +3 +10
58 Eating and drinking placeS....eeeececcocess 0 +5 +1 +6 -5 +6
591 Drug stores and proprietary StoreS.....ees. 2 +12 -1 +11 +3 +12
Table 3. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales of Group Il Companies by Kind of Business
for the United States: JUNE 1979
(Sales in millions of dollars)
Not adjusted Adjusted!
1972
Sic Kind of business June May June May
code 1979 1979 June 1979 1979 June
preliminary final 1978 preliminary final 1978
Retail trade, total....seevnsecosnasns 24,311 24,173 22,380 24,193 24,306 22,386
53 General merchﬁndise gTroup StOTeS..0eeesvess 7,527 7,665 7,184 7,654 7,913 7,344
531 DepPartment STOTeS.....sessssosssorssnoses 6,447 6,569 6,176 6,545 6,786 6,302
533 Variety StOreS......eeesecssecscsccsassss 552 551 500 577 576 527
53 Miscellaneous general merchandise stores. 528 545 508 (s) (s) (s)
54 FOOQ STOT@S..usunssecsansesasansansasnaenns 8,909 8,530 7,878 (ma) (wa) . (NA)
541 Grocery StoreS....cecesserssssssoscancnns 8,813 8,437 7,798 8,507 8,395 7,638
56 Apparel and acCeSSOry StOreS...cesesscsssse 1,083 1,084 1,007 1,136 1,135 1,062
562,3,8 Women's clothing, specialty stores,
TUrTierS. . ceeeesevassrscscosncacsssnsans 464 470 422 498 488 450
566 5hoe STOTeS....vevencrsvessonesarsorcnnss 261 262 242 278 280 259
591 Drug stores and proprietary stores......... 1,104 1,124 970 1,105 1,141 974
Note:

The Group II component of the sample consists of companies which had 1l or more retail establishments according to the most

recent update of multi-establishment files and which were selected with certainty (1.e., their sales size exceeded specified dollar
volume cutoffs which vary by kind of business).

Data adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences,
rrade Report, BR~79=6.)

NA Not available.

{8} Suppressed - Estimates do not meet Bureau of the Census standard for publication.

(See Explanatory Material in the Monthly Retail



